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FOREWORD 

As we launch ourselves into the first issue of AROHAN, we would like to set 
the perspectives right once again, lest any misconceptions or 

misinterpretations should mar the objectives we have wedded ourselves to at 

the very outset of the organization itself.  
 

GREEN CRUSADERS, as you know, is avowedly a socio-ecological 

awareness mission which means it does not see the ecological disasters 
taking place as things isolated from the ramifications of policy decisions 

taken at the levels where the powers that be have that kind of say, rather 

sway over things in which the interests of us commoners are hardly taken 

into consideration. This plight is even further aggravated when, in the name 
of development, the state itself, willingly or otherwise, plays a party to the 

grand ambitions of corporate mughals at the cost of its own people, often 

living in the margins - causing large-scale displacement, loss of livelihoods 
and other such aberrations, which are not generally expected of a welfare 

state. And we believe that as long as the people, particularly the educated 

middle class, remain indifferent to the plight of their less fortunate brethren, 
there can really be no respite from the situation that tends to be rapidly 

worsening with the passage of time.  

 
At the micro level too, as you all must have noticed in the reports carried by 

leading newspapers, Kolkata was crowned as the worst polluted city after 

the last Diwali celebrations despite a Supreme Court ban on the use of 

certain variants of firecrackers. This is also a development that could have 
been avoided, had the will been there - both political and administrative - to 

implement the ban. Aside from that, we are also of the opinion that the 

media as a whole could have and should have played a role in sensitizing 
the people about the dangers that we today stand exposed to - not only in 

terms of the various kinds of ailments that afflict us in ways greater than at 

any time in the past, but also in terms of survival of the humankind.  
 

Therefore, the need for us, as responsible citizens, is to be up and doing in 

the broadest possible interpretation of the term, and reach out to such souls 
- in increasingly larger numbers - as would not remain content fiddling away 

in comfort zones, despite the 'nemesis' in the making. 

 

Sowmen Mitter 
President 

Central Executive Committee 

Green Crusaders 
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Ab initiio let us take a look into what Section 377 

of the Indian Penal Code says, it says ‗whoever 

voluntarily has carnal intercourse against the 

order of nature with any man, woman, or animal, 

shall be punished with imprisonment for life, or 

with imprisonment of either description of a term 

which may extend to 10 years, and shall also be 

liable to pay a fine.‘ This section came into force in 1861 during the British 

rule of India. It was modeled on the Buggery Act of 1533 which criminalized 

sexual activities ―against the order of nature‖, including homosexual 

activities.  

 

It‘s really baffling as to how can some people decide the yardstick as to what 

is to be considered as against the nature and what not. If we delve a little 

deep into the history we will see that the sexual activities considered as 

being ―against the nature‖ by the ‗progressive civilized‘ society was not so 

‗unnatural‘ after all in the ancient times.  The laws prohibiting ‗unnatural‘ 

sex were imposed across the world through imperial might. Though they 

exerted a powerful influence on subsequent attitudes, they were neither 

universal nor timeless. These laws were products of minds that were deeply 

influenced by the ‗sex is sin‘ stance of the Christian Bible. With typical 

colonial condescension, European definitions, laws, theories and attitudes 

totally disregarded how similar sexual activity was perceived in other 

cultures.  Though the same-sex intercourse was practiced and even 

institutionalized in ancient Greece, amongst some native African, South 

American as well as Polynesian tribes and even amongst the samurai in 

Japan, it was perhaps a practice that did not merit definition, categorization 

or even condemnation. So long as it did not threaten the dominant 

heterosexual social construct. People in ancient India also broke the gender 

binary of men and women and was not oblivious to the fact that same sex 

intercourse was not something ‗unnatural‘. It can be substantiated with 

examples galore, like hidden in niches as in Khajuraho, one does find 

images of either women erotically embracing other women or men displaying 

their genitals to each other. Though there are many interpretations 

regarding these carvings on the wall, but these images cannot be dismissed 

as simply being the product of perverted fantasies of the artist considering 

the spiritual significance given to this shrine. Occasional references to same 

sex intercourse can also be found in Indian epics and chronicles as well. For 

example, in the Valmiki Ramayana, Hanuman is said to have seen Rakshasa 

women kissing and embracing those women who have been kissed and 

embraced by Ravana. In the Mahabharata, Drupada raises his daughter 

SARANYA BASU 
 

CEC Member,  

Green Crusaders 
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Shikhandini as a man and even gets ‗him‘ a wife. When the wife discovers 

the truth on the wedding night, all hell breaks loose; her father threatens to 

destroy Drupada‘s kingdom. The timely intervention of a Yaksha saves the 

day: he lets Shikhandini use his manhood for a night and perform his 

husbandly duties. These are some examples among many others. An 

overview of temple imagery, sacred narratives and religious scriptures does 

suggest that homosexual activities – in some form – did exist in ancient 

India. Though not part of the mainstream, its existence was acknowledged 

but not approved.  

 

The fight against 377 had been a long one. It was first challenged in 1993 by 

Delhi NGO Aids Bhedbhav Virodhi Andolan which moved the Delhi High 

Court against 377. Similar petition was filed in High Court by NGO Naz 

Foundation in 2001. However, not much progress was made in this front as 

High court dismissed the petition in 2003. Naz Foundation then filed a 

petition in the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court askd the High Court to 

review the petition again in 2006. Meanwhile, the stance of the Central 

Government against homosexuality came to the fore when in 2008 it said 

that,―Gay sex is immoral and reflects a perverse mind, and decriminalization 

would cause moral degradation of the society.‖ A colossal leap was taken 

and a huge legal victory was achieved when in 2009 the High Court passed 

a judgement decriminalizing homosexuality saying that 377 violates article 

14(The state not deny to any person equality before the law or the equal 

protection of the laws within the territory of India; protection, prohibition of 

discrimination on grounds of religion, race, Caste, sex, or place of birth), 

article 15(prohibit the state from discriminating any citizen on ground of any 

religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth or any of them), and article 21(No 

person shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty except according to 

procedure established by law) of the Indian Constitution. However, the 

victory was short lived as several appeals were filed in Supreme Court 

against the judgment and the Supreme Court decided to overturn the 2009 

judgment of the High Court as it found the order ‖legally unsustainable‖. It 

was a huge setback, but people refused to get bogged down by it. Review 

petitions were again filed in Supreme Court. In 2015 MP Sashi Tharoor 

introduced a Private Member‘s Bill to decriminalize homosexuality in the Lok 

Sabha, but the BJP majority Lok Sabha voted against it. In 2016, fresh 

petitions were filed in Supreme Court. The Supreme Court referred the plea 

to a 5 judge Bench. In 2017, during the ruling on Right to Privacy, Supreme 

court observed that ―sexual oriebtation is an essential attribute of Privacy.‖ 

A five judge(CJI Dipak Misra, Justices A M Khanwilkar, D Y Chandrachud, 

R F Nariman, Indu Malhotra) bench on 6 September,2018 gave a historic 

judgment to put the final nail in the coffin of 377. The Supreme Court ruled 

that consensual gay sex is not a crime saying sexual orientation is natural 
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and people have no control on it. The Supreme Court thereby struck down 

158 years old colonial law and allowed gay sex among consenting adults in 

private. The judges observed, ―Section 377 fails to take into account that 

consensual sexual acts between adults in private space are neither harmful 

nor contagious to society. On the contrary, Section 377 trenches a 

discordant note in respect of the liberty of persons belonging to the LGBT 

community by subjecting them to societal pariah and dereliction. Morality 

and criminality are not co-extensive — sin is not punishable on earth by 

courts set up by the state, but elsewhere; crime alone is punishable on 

earth. To confuse the one with the other is what causes the death knell of 

Section 377, insofar as it applies to consenting homosexual adults. History 

owes an apology to the members of this community and their families, for 

the delay in providing redressal for the ignominy and ostracism they have 

suffered… The members of this community were compelled to live a life full 

of fear of reprisal and persecution.‖ 

 

The judgment decriminalizing Section 377 to recognize sexual rights of 

LGBTQ community was just the beginning of the process for the full 

enjoyment of legitimate constitutional rights by them like any other citizen. 

However, Queer students in schools and universities will continue to bear 

quotidian harassment, ‗hijras‘ will continue to trudge through an existence 

between life and death, and the transgender will remain a figure of dark 

silence. If the death of the Kafkaesque 377 may mean a new birth, then it 

must be the siring of a new imagination – one that looks beyond the law and 

at politics, which does not fantasise the ashamed enjoyment of the private 

but embraces the struggles of the public, and one that prefers critical 

solidarity over unthinking celebration, effortful grief, violence, and trauma 

over effortless, manicured delight. 

 

 

 

KERALA FLOODS: A DELUGE OF DISINFORMATION 

 

The month of August saw an event which was 

unprecedented and whose repercussions laid bare 

the very fact that we are still so unprepared to 

tackle such natural calamities on a huge scale. 

The Kerala floods saw the destruction of a 

massive population, property and compelled those 

living to start from the scratch once again. Thus, 

along with the ever-rising water level came the various forms of 

disinformation which flooded the social media platforms in turn.  

 

SWAPNANEEL DUTTA 

 

Dept. of International Relations, 

Jadavpur University 
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Disinformation simply means false information that is spread to make 

people believe in something which had not really happened. It is thus an 

effective tool to hide the truth from the public. The crux of this concept lies 

in the fact that one has to garner the fake news so well that it is bought by 

the ‗aam admi‘. Now with technology progressing at a much faster pace than 

people‘s power to comprehend it, spreading disinformation has become so 

much simpler. The Kerala flood of 2018 was no exception to this.  

The major form of misinformation came during the time of rescue operation. 

A video of an Army jawan went viral on social media wherein he was seen 

telling that the Kerala government under CM Pinaryai Vijayan was not 

allowing them to carry out rescue operation autonomously. He also alleged 

that the funds donated in the Chief Minister‘s Disaster Relief Fund were 

being utilized to help out the well-to-do families only. The Army soon came 

out with an official clarification that it was an imposter and the accusations 

made were completely baseless. Next, came an audio clip where it was told 

that a dam was about to burst and it created further panic among the 

already affected people. The most controversial instance of disinformation 

came when there was a rumor that the UAE government had agreed to 

contribute 700crores as a relief amount. It literally started a war of words 

between the state and central government. The state government started 

pressuring the central government to accept the fund who in turn allegedly 

said that India didn‘t require any foreign aid or intervention. The issues 

finally came to rest when the UAE government officially announced that no 

such aid had been promised. The Kerala floods thus saw an immense 

amount of fake news raging from pictures to videos to statement made by 

important persons. The news that football star, Christiano Ronaldo had 

donated 11core as a relief fund was also struck down as false. Some 

hardline Hindutva activist went to ridiculous lengths to justify the cause for 

the flood with some saying that it was all due to consumption of beef. Others 

said that it was God‘s wrath since the Sabrimala temple issues was under 

hearing at that point of time in the Supreme Court. Fake news such as 

these can sometimes make you smirk at the absurdity of certain claims. The 

gravity of the situation, however, cannot be undermined. Fake news is a 

dangerous weapon where the source is not known, it is ―just viral‖. The 

worse forms of manifestation of fake news were the recent incident of mob 

lynching that took place in the country. Thus, our role as conscious citizens 

is to keep our filters on the legal system so that they must come up with 

ways to book such offenders and offer a clear-cut path to rediscover truth. 
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“Coitus can scarcely be said to take place in vacuum; although of itself it 
appears a biological and physical activity, it is set so deeply within the larger 
context of human affairs that it serves as a charged microcosm of the variety 

of attitudes and values to which culture subscribes.” 

                       - Kate Millett, Theory of Sexual Politics, Sexual Politics 

 
একজন নাযী এফং ুরুষলয ফযক্তিগত ম্পষকেয ভষধয যম নানাযকভ 
ফযক্তিগত আষফগ এফং অনুবূক্ততয স্তয তা যবদ কষয মক্তদ একদভ যই 
ম্পষকেয ভূষর যৌঁছাষনা মায়, যদখা মাষফ যই ম্পকেক্তি আদষত এফং 
অতযন্ত গুরুত্বূণেবাষফ যাজননক্ততক। ইক্ততা ফাযংফায প্রভাণ কষয 
ক্তদষয়ষছ যম নাযী-ুরুষলয ম্পকে ফেদাই একক্তি ক্ষভতায কাঠাষভায 
ভষধয অফক্তিত, মাষক যকি ক্তভষরি ফষরষছন “ a relationship of 

dominance and subordinance.‖ ুরুলতাক্তিক ভাষজয ভূষর গক্তঠত যষয়ষছ যই বাফধাযা মা 
ুরুলষক যদয় ক্ষভতায চাক্তফকাক্তঠ এফং নাযীষক ফাধয কষয ফযতা ফা আনুগতয স্বীকায কযষত।এ যন ক্তনীড়ন 
এফং যালণ অফযই যাজনীক্ততয অং এফং স্বাবাক্তফকবাষফই এয যভাকাক্তফরা কযফায জনয যাজনীক্তত একান্ত 

গুরুত্বূণে। 
 

বাযষত ভকাক্তভতা বফধ য়ায াষথ াষথই ুরুলতষিয ক্তফরুষে যম দীঘে যাজননক্ততক রড়াই চষর আষছ তা 
এক নতুন ক্তদা খুুঁষজ যষয়ষছ।ক্তকন্তু ক্তকবাষফ? ুরুলতি যম বাফধাযা ফষয় চষরষছ তা দীঘেক্তদন ধষয ভকাভষক 

„ক্তফকৃক্তত‟ এফং „ভানক্তক যযাগ‟ ফষর ক্তচক্তিত কষয এষষছ। একজন নাযী ফভয়ই একজন ুরুষলয প্রক্তত 

আকৃষ্ট ষফ এফং এ যন একক্তি ক্তভথষক ফাুঁক্তচষয় যযষখ ুরুলতি নাযী-ুরুষলয ভষধয ক্তকছু যভৌক্তরক াথেকয গষড় 

তুষরষছ।দুজষনয দু-ধযষনয আচায,ফযফায এফং বাফনাক্তচন্তায একিা নকা বতক্তয কযা ষয়ষছ এফং যম ফা 
মাযা এই ছষকয ফাইষয যফষযাষত যগষছ তাষদযই নানানবাষফ „াক্তস্ত‟ প্রদান কযা ষয়ষছ। প্রঙ্গত, এখাষন ভষন 
যাখা দযকায আভাষদয ভাষঝ যম কর াভাক্তজক,যাজননক্ততক,আইক্তন এফং াংসৃ্কক্ততক প্রক্ততষ্টানগুক্তর ফতেভান 
যগুক্তর যকাথা না যকাথা ক্তগষয় ুরুলতি দ্বাযা প্রবাক্তফত এফং তাই ভাষজয ক্তনয়ভগুক্তর আজ নাযী-ুরুষলয 
ভষধয যই ক্তফষবদগুষরা ক্তজইষয় যাখষত ক্ষভ এফং পর।আভযা মক্তদ যরক্তফয়াক্তনজভষক যদক্তখ, তাষর যদখা 
মাষফ এক্তিষক ফাযংফায অস্বীকায কযা ষয়ষছ এফং এয তযতা ক্তনষয় ফাযফায প্রশ্ন উষঠষছ।অষনকভয় এই 
মুক্তি যদয়া ষয়ষছ যম যরক্তফয়াক্তনজভ প্রধানত ুরুল-ক্তফষদ্বষলয পষরই ৃক্তষ্ট য়। এই যম যরক্তফয়াক্তনজভষক 

মূ্পণেরূষ এক্তড়ষয় মায়া, ক্তভষথয ফষর প্রচায কযা এফং এয ক্তফরুষে নানাযকভ বয়াফ „াক্তস্ত‟ প্রদান 
কযা(ধলেণষক ফাযংফায ভকাক্তভতায ক্তফরুষে „াক্তস্ত‟ ক্তযষফ ফযফায কযা ষয়ষছ), এয ভূষর যষয়ষছ,মাষক 

আক্তিষয়ন ক্তযচ ফষরষছন ুরুলতষিয compulsory heterosexuality ফা ফরূফেক ক্তফলভকাভীতায 
ংসৃ্কক্তত।ষরক্তফয়াক্তনজভ ক্তনষয় আষরাচনা কযষত ক্তগষয় আভাষদয ফভয় ভষন যাখষত ষফ ক্তকবাষফ ুরুলতি 

ভাষজয প্রক্ততিা ভানুষলয য প্রচক্তরত এফং প্রথাগতবাষফ ক্তফলভকাভীতা চাক্তষয় যদয়। এই যম 
prescriptive heterosexuality, অথোৎ প্রথভষথষকই যক „যছষর‟ ষফ ফা „যভষয়‟ যিা ক্তঠক কষয 
যদয়া এইিা অফযই ুরুলতষিয একক্তি যাজননক্ততক চক্রান্ত মা ুরুলষক আফায ক্ষভতায যকন্দ্রক্তফনু্দ ষয় 
উঠষত াাময কষয। যজন্ডায এফং যক্স দুক্তি আরাদা ক্তফলয় এফং এয ভষধয যম াথেকয তা আভাষদয ফুঝষত 

 

SOUMYAJIT DUTTA 

 

CEC Member,  

Green Crusaders 
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াাময কষয যম যক্স জীফতক্তত্বক ষর যজন্ডায আদষত একক্তি ভনস্তাক্তত্বক এফং াংসৃ্কক্ততক গঠন এফং যমভন 
আভযা জষেয য নতুন বালা ক্তক্তখ, যযকভই ভানুষলয এই ক্তযচয়িা অক্তধকৃত। এক্তি জাত নয়, এক্তিষক 

আয়ত্ত কযষত য়।এই প্রক্তক্রয়া জষেয ১৮ ভা য যথষকই শুরু ষয় মায় এফং তাযয নানাযকভ 
ক্তনয়ভ,াফধানতা এফং তকেীকযষণয “ যভষয়ষদয যজাষয াষত যনই” ক্তকংফা “যছষরষদয কাুঁদষত যনই) ভষধয 
ক্তদষয় নাযী-ুরুষলয ভষধয ক্তফষবদগুষরাষক নতুনবাষফ ৃক্তষ্ট কযা য়। নাযীষক দভন ফা ান কযায যম চাক্তদা 
ুরুলষদয ভষধয যদখা যদয় তা যফাধয়, একক্তদক ক্তদষয় যদখষত যগষর এই বয় যথষক উৎন্ন য় যম মক্তদ এই 
ফরূফেক ক্তফলভকাভীতায আস্তযণিা খষ ষড় মায় যকানবাষফ এফং নাযীযা ক্তনষজষদয মাফতীয় াযীক্তযক এফং 
ভানক্তক উদযভ য একজন নাযীয াষথ বাগ কষয যনয় ভকাক্তভতায ভষধয ক্তদষয়, তাষর ভুূষতেই ুরুল 
ক্তছিষক মাষফ ক্ষভতায যকনু্দ্রক্তফনু্দ যথষক। দয ক্তপউক্তয ক্তিকায় ১৯৭২ াষরয জানুয়াক্তয ভাষ 

প্রকাক্তত“যরক্তফয়ান ইন ক্তযষবাল্ট” প্রফন্ধক্তিষত ারেি ফাণ্চ ক্তরখষছন:  
 

“The Lesbian rejects male sexual/political domination; she defies his world, 

his social organization, his ideology, and his definition of her as inferior. 
Lesbianism puts women first while the society declares the male supreme. 

Lesbianism threatens male supremacy at its core. When politically conscious 
and organized, it is central to destroying our sexist, racist, capitalist, 

imperialist system.” 

 

ক্তফলভকাভীতায ভষধয ক্তদষয় ুরুলতাক্তিক যম বাফনাগুক্তর ছক্তড়ষয় যদয়া য় যগুক্তরয ভূষর ভকাক্তভতা আঘাত 

াষন। ক্তকন্তু,খুফ গুযত্বূণে একিা ক্তফলয় এখাষন ভষন যাখষত ষফ। ইক্ততা াক্ষী যম যরক্তফয়াক্তনজভষক 

ফাযংফায ুরুল ভকাক্তভতায অনয একিা রু ক্তষষফ যদখা ষয়ষছ এফং নানবাষফ Lesbian existence-

এয যম বফক্তষ্ঠ্যগুষরা যগুক্তর অষনক ভয় াক্তযষয় যগষছ। Woman-identified  যম অক্তবগ্জ্ঞতাগুক্তর 

নাযীষদয male-identification-এয ফযাক্তযষকড যবষঙ যফক্তযষয় আষত াাময কষয যগুক্তর অতযন্ত জরুযী 
এফং যগুক্তরষক মক্তদ আভযা প্রতযক্ষ কক্তয শুধুভাি, মাষক আক্তিষয়ন ক্তযচ ফযরক্তছষরন “as female 

versions of male homosexuality” তাষর ক্তকন্তু খুফ ফড় একিা বুর ষয় মাষফ।ুরুলতষিয 
ক্তনীড়ষনয ক্তফরুষে এই বাফনাগুষরাই খুফ ক্তিারী অস্ত্র ষয় উঠষত াষয। 
 

ভকাক্তভতায বফধতা এখাষনই বাযষতয ভষতা একিা ুরুলতাক্তিক যদষ একক্তি নতুন ষথয ক্তদা যদখাষত 

াষয।ক্তফলভকাভীতা এফং ুরুলতি যমবাষফ নাযীষক মূ্পণেরূষ ুরুষলয „ফযফায‟-এয জনয যযষখ ক্তদষত চায়, 
যখাষন যরক্তফয়াক্তনজভ অফযই এই একাক্তধতযয ক্তফরুষে একক্তি চযাষরন্জ্ঞ ছুুঁষড় যদয় এফং নাযীষদয ংগক্তঠত 

ষয় যাজননক্ততকবাষফ ুরুলতষিয ক্তফরুষে রড়াই কযায একক্তি থ যদখায়। 
 
 

GOODBYE SECTION 377: MAJOR MOMENT 

IN DECOLONIZATION 

On 6 September 2018, in its landmark decision in 

the case of Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India, 

the Supreme Court of India decided that the 
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application of Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) to consensual 

homosexual sex between 

adults was ‗unconstitutional, irrational, indefensible and manifestly 

arbitrary‘ and it was struck down. It said Section 377 of the IPC was 

unconstitutional ‗in so far as it criminalises consensual sexual conduct 

between adults of the same sex‘. However, its portions related to sex 

with minors, non-consensual sexual acts, and bestiality remain in force.  

There have been many doubts on the history and the provisions of Section 

377 of the IPC. To understand it better, we should have a look at its text and 

try to understand the same: 

Unnatural offences.—Whoever voluntarily has carnal intercourse against the 

order of nature with any man, woman or animal, shall be punished with 

1[imprisonment for life], or with imprisonment of either description for a 

term which may extend to ten years, and shall also be liable to fine.  

Explanation.—Penetration is sufficient to constitute the carnal intercourse 

necessary to the offence described in this section. 

Section 377 was one of the most controversial sections of the IPC. It 

criminalised sexual activities "against the order of nature", including 

homosexual sexual activities and was an attempt by the British to impose 

Victorian morality on India, even though homosexuality prevailed in India 

since the days of yore. For instance, the ninth chapter of the Kamasutra of 

Vatsyayana,which was composed around 4th century BC, talks about oral 

sexual acts (Auparistaka), homosexuality and also of similar activities 

among transgenders (tritiya prakriti).  

Nevertheless, Section 337 of the IPC continued to exist and the State 

misused it to arrest and torture scores of LGBTQ people on various 

occasions. In 1977, mathematician Shakuntala Devi published the 

first study of homosexuality in India, ‗The World of Homosexuals‘. In its 

2009 ruling, the Delhi High Court (DHC) had described Section 377 as 

discriminatory and said gay sex between consenting adults should not be 

treated as a crime. Tragically, in December 2013, however, the Supreme 

Court of India (SC) upheld Section 337, in a ruling that reverses the DHC 

order which had decriminalised homosexuality. The SC said it was up to the 

Parliament to legislate on Section 337.  

The protests against the reinstitution of Section 377 took place across India, 

and resulted in political activism across political parties to declare their 

support for the law's repeal. By April 2014, the month of the 

upcoming election, at least three major political parties - the Aam Aadmi 
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Party (AAP), the Congress and the Communist Party of India (Marxist) - had 

included support for decriminalization of homosexual relations in their 

election manifestos, while the BJP supported Section 337. 

 

1200 PRIDE FLAGS 

Mirrors were to be avoided at all costs  

his body- a cage for the demon insides  

clawing, scratching, desperate to be free.  

So he chugged holy water and held a cross to his 

chest  

till it left a god-shaped hole there.  

 

He ripped his heart from his sleeve  

and hid it deep inside his rib-cage  

for it refused to follow the beat  

set by a society that only knows  

one kind of love  

two kinds of bodies,  

assigns you a colour upon your birth  

pink or blue, your body parts choose for you  

live, by a set of rules  

mix, only with each other  

only to create another exact copy  

of the two given colours.  

 

 

Adolescence, a preparation for his eternal damnation  

his identity- an insult  

every crush- crushing every last bit of his restraint.  

his love- perversion, a crime.  

 

Straight A's on his report card  

but a straight son is all they want.  

"Shame!" they shout all day  

the echoes keep him up all night.  

They pray to God for forgiveness every sunday  

His love- a sin so great, it led to the destruction of two cities.  

They take him to a psychiatrist on monday.  

His love- a curable form of insanity.  
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But he only got sicker  

They tried to shove a love he didn't want  

down his throat, over and over  

till he choked on it.  

They rejoiced.  

He was cured.  

The demon had been exorcised.  

 

 

That night, when his parents went to bed  

He picked up a Bible and a paint brush.  

The next morning, his parents awoke  

to a country where their son was no longer a criminal  

To an apology from the entire nation  

To a Bible on the floor  

That no longer contained words,  

Each page painted with the seven colours,  

1200 pride flags.  

And by its side lay their son  

a pale line across his wrist  

And he bled rainbow. 

 

 

One fine morning I woke up and had the fine 

intention of killing my mother. Without any 
motive. Without any alibi. Keeping 100% proofs. I 

went to her room and killed her. And the police 

did not catch me. I am a free man now. And I 

woke up right now as well. 
 

We live in a world where breathing is allowed but 

living is not. I know many will object. I know you will have didactic ways to 
prove me wrong. And I shall accept them as well. But deep down, all of us 

miss things. We wish for this and that and hanker about what we already 

have. 
 

 Remember that guy in school you taunted because he could enact female 

portions the best? The guy you objectified as a prostitute. Or maybe the girl 
who was single forever and spent awkwardly more time with a girl and never 

even talked to boys? Yes they exist. They have been existing since you had 

any sense. 
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But we never saw them. We ignored them. We made fun of their ideals in 

public and lauded films made on those very subjects. Every human is a 
hypocrite. And by our definition, Love is too. 

 

What is love ? Is it just that peck on the cheek every night before they part ? 
Is it just a boy and a girl being together ? Is it just "LOVE"? 

 

Hi 377. I have seen numerous statuses on social media regarding you. 

People who smirked at you all these nights are now your well wishers. 
People who still smirk when they see a gay couple making out post random 

shit about how undeveloped out mindset is. 

 
I don't know law. That ain't my domain. Nor do I wanna read up about it. 

But I know one thing for sure and that is.  

 
Everybody has the right to love but everybody does not have the right to love 

everyone for love has divided itself in the stratas and notions of the society. 

 
377 is the first outbreak to this preconceived notion. I respect it. I may 

smirk the next time I see a couple but yes with time, one has to grow isn't 

it?  

 
The early morning coffee mug has now crossed barriers from the 

quintessential realm of a guy and a girl holding hands. In the world of Jack 

and Rose, there exist a few love stories which do not end the same way. 
 

We got to grow. We got to change our mentality. Or else there is no point 

changing a law. That just takes a pen and paper and group full of intelligent 
men. 

 

#377 should not be on your insta story just because it is in trend. It should 
be there because it deserves to be there. 

 

Respect a human. Respect his or her love. 

Only then will they respect you back. 
 

 

SCRAP-377, REMOVE COLONIZATION 

Few students in the bus in which I was travelling 

gave an irritable and a disgusting smile on seeing 

a transgender as if they were aliens, truly 

speaking I also personally didn't ever try to help 

them and used to refer them in vulgar term like 

'hijra''...but this day I was shocked when I saw 

the transgender gave all the money to a roadside 
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beggar who was constantly being kicked off by the other trespassers.I asked 

a question to myself- are all these guys, a threat to the society? Though the 

answer was known to me before- No. As a passionate student of political 

science, I read in every chapter of the book whether text or outside-India Is 

A Country Of equality,oh really is it so? I had a friend in our school who was 

a gay but personally he was a good speaker and a good athlete too but 

teachers neglected him, underestimated him in very aspect,is this equality 

right? Why do our equality still stand as just a rhetorical figure of speech? 

Are gays, transgenders not a part of society? Why can't we treat them as 

equal? Or is it the only job of the government to preserve the Constitution 

where every human being is considered as equal? If this is not acceptable 

then we should also stop calling us -Modern or civilized civilians if we have 

the mentality to divide people of our society on the basis of sex. 

 

ADIEU 377 

The right to love is not a privilege but a necessity. 

6th of September, 2018 shall be etched in the 

memory of one and all for this was the day the 

highest legal authority of the country declared 

that individuals were finally free to love, that it 

was okay if their choice did not synchronise with 

what was ‗normal‘, that they would not be 

threatened for who they are. The judgement decriminalising same-sex 

relationships, that were consensual, was the kind of freedom India has 

aspired and fought for long. This judgement would be responsible in proving 

that members of the LGBTQ were not different. They breath the same air, 

eat the same food, feel the same pain and feel the need for love just as much 

as any of us might do. 

While decriminalising same-sex relationships seemed like a path to 

modernisation it is more appropriate to say that it is India decolonising. The 

Indian Penal Code (IPC) are a set of codified laws and procedures for 

criminal trials. These were enacted in 1860 under the supervision of the 

English Crown. The Article in question, was not the brainchild of the 

Indians but that of the British. India had no history of any such laws. Same-

sex relationships were written about, discussed and portrayed through art 

and literature for over 2,000 years. It was with the advent of the British that 

same-sex relationships started being looked down upon. Alan Turing, the 

man who was responsible for turning the tide in favour of the Allies during 

the Second World War, fell prey to this appalling law. As a result of Section 

377 and British prejudices, same-sex relations, which were openly written 
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about by poets such as Mir Taqi Mir, Insha, Rangin and many others had 

become unspeakable in the early 20th Century. Formerly, the punishment 

included torture and execution but were later mellowed down. It was also 

pointed out that Article 377 was used for a more insidious purpose where 

the British categorically sought to harass gay men and eunuchs. 

However, now those days of misery are gone where India, now, is confident 

enough in its own identity to shake off a colonial law which England itself 

overturned in 1969. While it is yet to be seen how this law works out it is 

nothing less than a victory to all those who struggled for the cause and an 

ode to all who dared to love. 

 

Aishwarya Rituparna Pradhan was born in 

Katibageri village of Odisha; though she had the 

physical appearance of a boy she realised her 

gender identity was female when she was in 

class 6.  

When boys of her age liked to play football she 

liked wearing her sister‘s clothes and cosmetics 

and sometimes she also used to wear her mother‘s gold ornaments.  

Pradhan's father was a retired army man and always asked her to behave 

like a man but she couldn't help it, inside she was feeling like a girl. In 

school, teachers used to ridicule and humiliate her. She was also sexually 

abused by her peers in hostel but still she didn't give up. She overcame 

many obstacles and completed her studies, she got a post graduate degree 

in public administration and successfully joined the Odisha Financial 

Services in 2010 as Ratikanta Pradhan. 

 She legally changed her gender identity in 2015 and assumed the new 

name Aishwarya Rituparna Pradhan, after the Indian Supreme Court's 2014 

ruling, recognising the transgender community as the third gender. 

After all the adversities and sufferings she stumbled upon love. She had 

never encountered such feelings in her life as all she had faced was 

humiliation. Eventually the boy proposed to her but she refused, thinking it 

was an infatuation...later they again met some months later and this time 

she couldn't refuse him...they exchanged their numbers. 

They have been in a live-in relationship for past two years. Though her 

boyfriend wanted her to get married to him for over a year, she put off the 

decision only due to Section 377. Now she decided to get married as the 

Supreme Court has decriminalized it and after her marriage she wants to 

adopt a girl so that she could inculcate her feminine thoughts in her.  
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This is one of the many incidents that have come forward after the 377 Act 

that has liberated the poeple, helped them achieve happiness of their kind 

and also allowed people to put forward their own choices. 

 

৩৭৭ এয পাুঁষদ, ফঙ্গ ষড় কাুঁষদ 

" - বাযতফষলেয নাভ শুষনছ ?  

বানুভতী ভাথা নাক্তড়য়া জানাইর , য যাষন নাই । কখন যকাথা মায় 

নাই চকভক্তকষিারা ছাক্তড়য়া বাযতফলে যকানক্তদষক ? " 

                                            - আযণযক (ফড় ফাড়ুষে) 

৬ই যষেম্বয,যফরা ১২:২৫ - দীঘে রড়াই-এয ষড় অফযষল ভকাক্তভতাষক আইক্তন স্বীকৃক্তত ক্তদর ুক্তপ্রভ যকািে 

। এয আষগ ২০১৩ াষর ৩৭৭ এয ষক্ষ যায় ক্তদষয়ক্তছর ুক্তপ্রভ যকািে মায ষযই দাষয়য ষয়ক্তছর অষনকগুক্তর 

জনস্বাথে ভাভরা । যল মেন্ত ৩৭৭ ধাযায ক্তফষক্ষই যায় ক্তদর ীলে আদারত। আজষকয ঐক্ততাক্তক যাষয় প্রধান 

ক্তফচাযক্তত দীক ক্তভষেয যনতৃত্বাধীন যফঞ্চ জাক্তনষয় ক্তদষয়ষছ ভাষজ ফফাকাযী প্রষতযকক্তি ভানুষলয যভৌক্তরক 

অক্তধকায যষয়ষছ  ংক্তফধান ফেদাই ফযক্তি ক্তযচয়  ফযক্তি স্বাধীনতাষকই গুরুত্ব ক্তদষয় এষষছ । াভাক্তজক 

বফলভয  কুংস্কাষযয ক্তকায ষয় এষষছন ভকাভী ম্প্রদায়বুি ভানুল মা কখষনাই কাভয নয়। ংক্তফধান 

যকানক্তদনই ংখযাগক্তযষ্ঠ্ ভানুলষদয ভতাদে যভষন চষরক্তন তাই তাুঁষদয ভতাদে যকানবাষফই বনক্ততকতায ংঞা 

ক্তনধোযণ কযষফ না । ম্মক্ততূচক বাষফ দুক্তি ভানুল াযীক্তযক ম্পষকে ক্তরপ্ত ষর যখাষন  আইক্তন যকান ফাধা 

থাষক না । এছাড়া দুজন ভক্তরষঙ্গয ভানুল যমৌন ম্পষকে ক্তরপ্ত যর তাষক অপ্রাকৃক্ততক আখযা যদয়া মূ্পণে 

ক্তবক্তত্তীন ।দুজন প্রাপ্তফয়স্ক ভানুল ূণে ম্মক্তত ক্তনষয় এষক অষযয ষঙ্গ যমৌন ম্পকে িান কযষর তা 

'অাংক্তফধাক্তনক' ফা অননক্ততক নয় । এছাড়া, ভকাক্তভ ভানুলষদয ষঙ্গ বফলভযভূরক আচযণ কযষর তা তাষদয 

যভৌক্তরক অক্তধকাযষক রঙ্ঘন কষয । 

৭ই যযেম্বয,দুুয ১ িা ভত - দুক্তি যভষয় এষক অযনযয াত ধষয যাস্তা াযাায কযষছ,যনা যস্ভাক্তকং যজাষন 

দাুঁক্তড়ষয় ক্তগাষযষি িান ক্তদক্তিষরন এক ফছয ৪০য কাকু।দু-ফায কাক্ত, ৭৮/১ এয নে, গরা 

খাকড়াক্তন,"যদিাষক ভযাক্তযকা ফাক্তনষয় ক্তদর ভাইক্তয"।ক্তগনযার ষড় যগর। 

 ১০ই যষেম্বয যথষক ১৫ই যষেম্বয এয ভাষঝ যমষকাষনা ক্তদন ধষয ক্তনন,ষন্ধযষফরা- ফাগফাজায ঘাুঁষি,এফায 

দুক্তি যছষর। 

"উপপ,এফায যতা যছষর ক্তনষয় ফষ ড়া মাষফ যদখক্তছ"। 

 

ANIRBAN 

CHAKRABORTY 
 

Dept. of International Relations, 

Jadavpur University 



GREEN CRUSADERS AROHAN 

 

16 | P a g e  
 

 আফায যমষকাষনা একক্তদন যাষতয এপ্ল্যাষনড যথষক যভষরা যবষফ ক্তনন- দুক্তি যছষর প্রায় এষক অনযষক জক্তড়ষয় 

দাুঁক্তড়ষয় যষয়ষছ(ক্তকছুিা ফাধয ষয়ই)।যরক্তড ীষি আন্দাজ ৩০-৩২ ফছষযয যদষ ১২২ ফছষযয ভন ফষয় চরা 

দুই কাক্তকভা, 

-"দযাখ যছষর দুষিাষক..." 

- "যনাংযাষভা গুষরা যতা ফাক্তড়ষত কযষরই ারয" 

এইখাষনই ষি ভুর ভযা।বাযতীয় ুক্তপ্রভ যকািে ফা তায ক্তফচাযকষদয মুক্তি-বাফনায াষথ াধাযণ জনগষণয 

১২৬৩ ভাইষরয াথেকয।এভক্তনষতই আধুক্তনক ফাংরায প্রধান বফক্তষ্ট ষি মাফতীয় নতুনষক ফুক ঠুষক অগ্রায 

কযা।এষক্ষষি আফায শুধু নতুন নয় তায য যমৌনতা! এক্তদষক ইংক্তযক্তজ ক্তষনভায় যদক্তখষয়ই ক্তদষি যমৌনতা! 

জীফষনয এক স্বাবাক্তফক অক্তনফামে অঙ্গ।এই যম প্রাণণ আক্তত্ত, আদরে ঝাষভরা অফযই যমৌনতা! "ুক্তপ্রভ 

যকািে ফষরষচ ফযরষচ,আভাষদয বদ্রভাষজ এফ কযষত এষরই যদ যজাযষ গুুঁক্ততষয়,ভায রাথ ফাুঁ ক্তদষকয 

ক্তনষফাষন।" মতক্ষণ কৃলক ভৃতুয,যজাষচায যাজননক্ততক যনতা,যষরাষরয দাভ যফষড় মায়ায ভত 

ফযাায,আধুক্তনকতা এফং ষচতনতা দুই-ই আষছ,ক্তকন্তু যিা ভানুষলয যকু্সয়াক্তরক্তিষত যগষরই অভান, গারাগার 

এভনক্তক যিারনো মেন্ত ুন্দয বফধতা যষয় মায়।আভাষদয আরভক্তযকায ক্তফশ্বায়ন চাই,আফায যভাষি যমন ব্দ না 

য় এভন া ক্তিষ ক্তিষ কথা ফরায আষগ প্রষতযষকয অযাষিষেড কক্তযষয় ক্তযূণে ক্তিতাফিা ফজায় যযষখ চূড়ান্ত 

আগাছাজীফন চাই।ক্তপক্তরং গুড ক্তযষফ আয ঘুভষনায আষগ যজরুক্তর।একক্তদষক ইউষযাক্তয় ংসৃ্কক্ততয অষভাঘ 

আকলেণ,আফায অনযক্তদষক ফাংরা ক্তক্তযয়ারভ তীনা আয াী বাফনায গন্ধ ায়া ভাি তায গরায় 

উদাীনতায ক্তফল আয ভুষখ ক্তগাষযষিয ছাই। 

ক্তব্রাভ আষ াষ থাকষর ক্তনক্তিই ফরষতন এ কযাুয়ারনায জনয প্রচুয কযাুয়ারক্তি আভাষদয ক্তদষত ষি। 

ুক্তপ্রভ যকাষিেয একক্তি যাষয় ভকাভীযা য়ত আইক্তন াজা াষফন না,ক্তকন্তু তাষদয ফাস্তফিা যভাষিই ফদরাষফ না 

মতক্ষণ না তাষদয চাযাষয ভানুষলযা প্রফৃক্তত্ত যছষড় মুক্তি ক্তদষয় বাফষত ক্তখষছ,ফুঝষত ক্তখষছ যম ৃক্তথফীয 

ভস্ত আধুক্তনক অনুান তাষদয াত জষেয তু্তয নয়। 

ক্তডক্তপ্ল্ষনয অবাফ ফাস্তফ যচতনায অবাফষক শুধু ংসৃ্কক্ততয নাষভ যদষগ যদয়া এক ধযষনয অযাধ।আয স্বাভী 

ক্তফষফকানন্দ ভূখে, দক্তযদ্র, অঞ বাযতফাীষক বাই ফরষর ক্তক্রক্তভনার বাযতফাী কাষযা বাই নয়! 
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GOODBYE ARTICLE 377:  A MAJOR MOMENT IN 

DECOLONIZATION 

 

Have you witnessed freedom walking down the 

streets? Have you seen its manifestations around 

you? Perhaps my non chalant, unobtrusive 

interrogations were incompetent to arouse much 

of reaction from the other side, but rest assured, 

my last question made you to sit up and perhaps 

think a bit harder. So why you scratch your 

head, excavating for an answer, if you are lucky 

that is really really fortunate you have an answer ready at the tip of your 

tongue, pause a second and look around you. Does everyone around you 

have an access to something as basic as the right to love, the freedom to 

love wherever they want.  Perhaps, a month or two back a good 2.5 million 

in the country would retort with a resounding No? The term minority has 

lately been associated with sadly nothing but newspaper headlines 

proclaiming a litany of atrocities being bestowed upon them as though it's a 

process they bequeathed as a natural inheritance. Minorities, encompassing 

the narrow constrictions of religion, caste, society, creed and sexual 

minorities as well. 

 

2013 witnessed the highest court of the land upholding Section 377 under 

the pretext ‗if it is allowed then the evil of AIDS and HIV would further 

spread… degrade moral values of the society? With self-proclaimed goodness 

for the advancing of the argument that they could cure homosexuality  

through yoga and even stating it as a bad addiction against Indian culture, 

the governments Ministry of family and health welfare stated it to be a 

hindrance against and the HIV AIDS efforts.  

 

The irony of the subject however is concealed in the very origin of the article 

which raises a cliched question (no its relevance stands admittedly timeless). 

Do you think India gained freedom from the shackles of colonial domination 

77 years ago at the stroke of midnight? Or the Spectre of the Raj looms over 

the subcontinents horizon which is aptly phrased as 'colonial hangover‘, by 

those reeling under the outstretched embrace of imperialism across 

decades? Left embedded in a social structure which was reflected in the law 

of the other way round- laws regulating the social structure. Perhaps in both 

ways in the context of Section 377 one of them can record the loss bestowed 
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upon the country by the cacodemon in guise of the colonial invaders which 

read-criminalise sexual activity against order of nature, half a century back 

in 1864. It originated from the buggery act of 1533, quite literally medieval 

in the sense of the term and thinking of the sense of an orthodox primitive 

conception of sexuality and sexual orientation. But perhaps, the ideal  it 

would be as interesting to know how Britain legalised same sex marriage in 

England , Wales and Scotland in 2014 and according to ILGA - Europe's 

2015 review  received the highest score with 86 percent progress towards 

respect of human rights and equality. And it's colonies clench their teeth 

and fasten themselves to a law rendered redundant by their former 

masters.  

 

 6 September 2018 will be remembered for much more than a day which 

was marked by a five judge constitutional bench of the Supreme Court 

stating that consensual sexual acts between adults cannot be a crime. It is a 

day whose significance goes far beyond the reach of constitutional 

acceptance of the LGBTQ community,or pride marches ,or  meet ups or 

celebration of state recognisation of sexual minorities.  It is the day which 

provided millions the right to love, to live.  To live as they are ,as they choose 

to and to understand that morality of a few is not law. 

Till then, closets are for clothes.  

 

Article 377: Before we can term it as good or bad 

we need to know what article 377 is. Section 377 

of the Indian penal code was introduced in the 

year 1864 during the period when the British 

government ruled over India. It is however 

modelled on the Buggery Act of 1533 and issued 

to criminalize sexual activities "against the order 

of nature". 

 

Our society is indeed very hypocrite about what exactly defines "the order of 

nature". If we thoroughly interpret, this order of nature is a man made 

concept which defines any form of love, be it platonic or infatuation, any 

form of relationship can only take place between a man and a woman. 

Homosexuality which implies relationship between two people of the same 

gender was held as misdemeanor, as an offence according to this Article. 

Love cannot be foretold. Love is a feeling. As rightly stated by Henry Van 
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Dyke, "Love is the best thing in the world and the thing that lives the 

longest". So, how can we simply objectify love. It is a form of emotion that 

generates from an individual's state of mind and this feeling cannot be 

dominated by the society. It's your mind, it's your feeling that tells you 

whom to love and not the society which simply condemns you by using the 

term 'Law of nature' as a deterrent. It is not necessary that this feeling needs 

to be generated between two people of opposite gender, and we have no right 

to disdain, to disrespect individuals based on their sexual preferences. We 

cannot simply direct somebody and terrorize that individual by compelling 

him into believing about the consequences, what if your next door 

neighbour, the society comes to know that you are homosexual and not like 

others. However it is our fault, our ignorance that we know nothing about 

love. Since childhood, we believe in what we consider to be 'normal'. We 

have failed to apprehend the true spirit of love. It is all because of that set 

pattern, that rigid thought process which has engulfed our minds and 

prevented us from thinking liberally. The Supreme Court of India has 

decriminalised article 377 which means any form of homosexual 

relationship is no longer a legal offence. This is indeed a historic judgement 

and a victory for all those who had to hide their relationship during this 

entire stretch of time. 

 

১৯২৪ ার। বাইকভ তযাগ্র চরষছ ুষযাদষভ। িানীয় ভক্তন্দয এফং 
ংরগ্ন যাস্তাঘাষি ক্তনম্ন-যেণী এফং ফষণেয ভানুলষদয মাতায়াত ক্তনক্তলে। 
তায ক্তফরুষেই চরষছ প্রক্ততফাদ। নাভর তুভুর ফৃক্তষ্ট। ইক্ততাষয অনযতভ 
ক্তফধ্বংী ফনযায় যবষ মায় ভুদ্রৃষ্ঠ্ যথষক ১,৫০০ ক্তভিায উুঁচুষত 

অফক্তিত ভুন্নায যথষক কুট্টানাষডয ক্তনচু চালজক্তভ, ফেি। গরা ভান জষর 
দাুঁক্তড়ষয় তযাগ্রীযা অক্তফচর। কক্তথত আষছ, জরভগ্ন অফিাষতই চষর 
প্রক্ততফাদ, ড়ক ফযফায এফং ভক্তন্দষয অফাধ প্রষফষয দাক্তফষত। ভারায়ারভ ক্তিকা অনুমায়ী ারিা ক্তছর 
১০৯৯। "৯৯-য ভাপ্ল্াফন" নাষভ িানীয় জনসৃ্ভক্তত এফং শ্রুক্ততষত এখষনা যবষ চষর ক্তঠকই, তফু 

ক্তযকাঠাষভাগত উন্নয়ষনয যক্ষষি তায প্রক্ততপরন যভযর না। জাাষনয উকূর জুষড় যদখা মায় "ুনাক্তভ 
যোন"। ক্তফগত তক/মুগ/দক-এয ুনাক্তভদুগেত ভানুষলয যযষখ মায়া াফধানফাণী, রক্ষণ-যযখা, মায 
াষয গষড় ঠা ফক্তত, করকাযখানায য আছষড় ড়ষত াষয ুনাক্তভয যঢউ। বূত্বকীয় াত ফা যিকিক্তনক 

যপ্ল্ষিয অফিানগত ক্তযফতেষনয কাযষণ বূক্তভকম্প-প্রফণ যদ জাান। বাযষতয দক্তক্ষণ উকূষরয ষঙ্গ মা 
এষকফাষযই যভষর না। আফায বাযষতয উকূরীয় আফায়ায যক্ষষি ূফে এফং ক্তিভ উকূষরয ভষধয ক্তফস্তয 
তপাৎ যষয়ষছ। তফু ফনযা, ুনাক্তভয ভষতা প্রাকৃক্ততক দুষমোষগ ইনপযষভন(তথয) এফং ক্তভইনপযষভষনয(বুর 

তথয)প্ল্াফন একক্তি আিমেজনক ক্তভর। ক্তনক্তদেষ্ট এই ঘিনাপ্রফা ক্তভক্তরষয় যদয় আষভক্তযকায দাফানষরয ষঙ্গ 
উত্তযাখষেয দুষমোগষক, ১৯২৪-এয যকযর ফনযায াষথ অগাে, ২০১৮-য ফনযাষক।  
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তথয, তষথযয রবযতা, তষথযয ক্তফকৃক্তত একক্তি প্রাকৃক্ততক ক্তফমেষয়য গক্তত প্রকৃক্তত, প্রবাফ ক্তফস্তায এফং দুষমোগ-
যফতেী নযাষযক্তিব গঠষন গুরুত্বূণে বূক্তভকা ারন কষয। যমভন ধযা মাক াম্প্রক্ততক যকযর ফনযায যক্ষষি 

ইক্তন্ডয়া ক্তভক্তিযরক্তজকার ক্তডািেষভন্ট( IMD )-এয ূফোবা। ১০ই অগাষেয অক্তত বাযী ফৃক্তষ্টাষতয ষয 

আই.এভ.ক্তড-য যঘালণায় "অক্তত বাযী ফৃক্তষ্টাত" প্রথভ উক্তিক্তখত য় ১৪ই অগাষেয ূফোবাষ এফং যক্তি 

যজরাক্তফষষল। State Disaster Management Authority(SDMA)-এয অনুন্ধাষন যদখা যগষছ 
যকাক্তচ এফং ক্ততরুফনন্থুযষভয আই.এভ.ক্তড যপক্তক্তরক্তিগুক্তরষত অকামেকযী  Doppler radar াযাষনা য় 
National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA)-য স্তষক্ষষ, তা যিা যফ 

ক্তকছুক্তদন ষয।  
 

এষতা যগর তষথযয রবযতা, এফায আা মাক ক্তফকৃক্ততষত। অতীষতয ভষতা এফায যকযষরয াভাক্তজক 

আষন্দারষনয ক্তফষযাক্তধতা পুষি ষঠ "ফনযায উৎ-ন্ধাষন"। ক্তযজাবে ফযাঙ্ক অপ ইক্তন্ডয়ায অনযতভ ক্তডষযক্টয এ. 

গুরুভুক্ততেয তায িুইষি ইক্তঙ্গত কষযন যম ফযীভারা ভক্তন্দষয ঋতুভতী নাযীয প্রষফ ক্তঘষয ুক্তপ্রভষকািে যকই 
য়ষতা বদক্তফক যযাষলয ৃক্তষ্ট কষযষছ, মায পর - ভাপ্ল্াফন। এছাড়া যকযষরয ক্তফস্তীণে এরাকায ফনযাদুগেত 

ভুক্তরভ এফং ক্তিষ্টান ভানুলষদয কাষছ ফনযািাণ যৌঁষছ যদয়ায ক্তফরুষে যাক্তয প্রচায কষযষছ ক্তকছু উগ্র-

ক্তনু্দত্বফাদী ংগঠন। "যকযষরয াকযা নাক্তস্তক", "যকযষরয ভানুল যগাভাং বক্ষণ কষয", পরত "বগফাষনয 
াক্তস্ত যবাগ কযষছ" - াযভষভেয ফাতো ছক্তড়ষয়ষছ ইন্টাযষনষিয ভাধযষভ। ২০১৭-য় যকযষরয ক্তকছু ষয 
ংগক্তঠত য় াযষভয় াকড়া এফং ক্তনধন কভেূচী; এই ফনযা 'যইফ অফরা প্রাণীষদয তযায প্রক্ততষাধ" 
ভষভে ক্তকছু অনফঞাক্তনক এফং ক্তফভ্রাক্তন্তকয যরখা, ছক্তফ, ক্তবক্তড ছড়ায় যপফুক, যায়ািযাষ। একক্তি বষয় 

ক্তিষয ভাধযষভ গুজফ ছড়াষনা য় যম ভুিাষক্তযয়ায ফাুঁষধ পাির যদখা ক্তদষয়ষছ এফং যমষকাষনা ভুূষতে যবষঙ 
ক্তগষয় বাক্তষয় যদষফ ক্তনকিফতেী এনোকুরাভ যষক। যনা যাাক ক্তযক্তত এক ফযক্তিষক যদখা মায় একক্তি 
ক্তবক্তডষত - যখাষন ক্ততক্তন ফনযািাণ ফণ্টষন অষমাক্তগতায অক্তবষমাগ তুষরষছন ভুখযভিী ক্তনাযাই ক্তফজয়ন এফং 
যাজয যকাষযয ক্তফরুষে এফং যদফাীষক অনুষযাধ কষযষছন যাজয যকাযষক াাময না কযষত; যলষভ 

বাযতীয় যনায Additional Directorate General of Public Information(ADG-PI) 

িুইিাষযয ভাধযষভ জানান যম ই ফযক্তি বাযতীয় যনাফাক্তনীয দয নন এফং বাযতীয় যনা যকাষনাবাষফই 
তায ফিফযষক ভথেন কষয না।  
 
২০১২ াষরয ফনযায ক্তকছু ছক্তফ এফং ২০১৬ াষর যকািাষভ বয়াফ অক্তগ্নকাষেয য ংগৃীত ক্তকছু ছক্তফষক 

ফযফায কযা য় াম্প্রক্ততক ফনযায় যাষ্ট্রীয় স্বয়ংষফক ষঙ্ঘয িাণকামেয নক্তজয ক্তষষফ। যকাযী বতরংিা 
কতৃক যপ্রক্তযত অথোাময যকন্দ্রীয় ক্তকছু ভিীষদয ভাধযষভ ভুখযভিীয াষত তুষর যদয়া যক প্রচায কযা য় 
যকন্দ্রীয় ভিীষদয ফযক্তিগত অনুদাষনয নক্তজয ক্তষষফ। কণোিষকয যকাডাগু এফং ক্তিভফষঙ্গয ফাুঁকুড়ায় খাদ-
ংরগ্ন দুক্তি ফাক্তড়য ধ্বষ মায়াষক যকযর ফনযায পুষিজ ক্তষষফ ম্প্রাযণ কযা য় একাক্তধক জাতীয় 
যিক্তরক্তবন চযাষনষর এফং একক্তি আন্তজোক্ততক ক্তনউজ াইষি। ায়দ্রাফাষদ ফফাকাযী এক যকযরীয়, ুষয 

যকাচাক্তট্টষরয একক্তি অক্তড ক্তি যীক্ততভত 'বাইযার' য়; তায দাক্তফ এই যম ফনযায় আক্রান্ত যফক্তযবাগ ভানুল 
উচক্তফত্ত এফং উচভধযক্তফত্ত যেনীয, পরত, যদফযাী িাণংগ্রষণয যকাষনা প্রষয়াজন যনই, আক্রান্তষদয না 
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আষছ িাণাভগ্রীয প্রষয়াজন না ফযফাষযয ক্তদিা। এফং একান্তই মক্তদ িাষণ ইিুক যকউ থাষকন, তষফ তাুঁযা 
যমন "যফা বাযতী"-য ভষতা 'ক্তফশ্বস্ত প্রক্ততষ্ঠ্াষনয' াষতই যফ তুষর যদন। ফষর যাখা প্রষয়াজন, "যফা 
বাযতী" 'র যাষ্ট্রীয় স্বয়ংষফক ষঙ্ঘয তৃতীয় াযঙ্ঘচারক, ফারাাষফ যদযষয প্রক্ততক্তষ্ঠ্ত একক্তি 
যিাষফী ংগঠন।  
 
আযফ আক্তভযাক্তয যাজায একক্তি যপফুক যজ যথষক প্রকাক্তত একক্তি যাষেয য ক্তবক্তত্ত কষয ৭০০ 
যকাক্তি িাকায ফনযািাষণয আশ্বা যফতেীকাষর বুষয়া খফয ফষর প্রভাক্তণত য়। 
দুষমোগ কফক্তরত ভুূতে আতষঙ্কয আুঁতুড়ঘয। প্ল্াফষনয ভষতাই এষ ঝািা ভাষয অংখয অপ্রক্ততন্ন তথযভক্তষ্ট। 
ঝড়, জর একিু ক্তথক্ততষয় যগষরই যবষ ষঠ ক্তবন্ন স্বাষদয তথয। যম ইন্টাযষনি, যায়ািযা, যপফুক ছক্তড়ষয়ষছ 
ক্তফল, যঘারাষি জষর ন্ধান কষযষছ িািকা যাজননক্ততক ভাষছয; তায ভাধযষভই ভৎযজীফীযা, উোযকাযীযা খফয 
যষয়ষছ যক্তযয়ায, ইডুক্তিষত আিষক ড়া ভানুষলয। খফয এষষছ ক্তিুষযয একক্তি ভক্তন্দয যথষক, নাভাজ 

ড়ষত যমখাষন ভুক্তরভষদয যদয়া য় একক্তি রঘয; খফয ভারাপু্পযাষভয, একক্তি ভক্তজদ যমখাষন ধভে-
ক্তনক্তফেষষল ভস্ত ভানুষলয একভাি আেয়। ১৯২৪-এয তযাগ্রীযা য়ষতা এই স্বপ্ন ক্তনষয়ই আষন্দারষন 
যনষভক্তছষরন।  
 
৯৪ ফছয আষগ ভাপ্ল্াফন যযাধ কযা মায়ক্তন, এফায যগর না। ভযা এখাষনই যম ভাপ্ল্াফন যযাধ কযা 
মায়না; তফু ক্তযকাঠাষভাগত উন্নয়ন এফং ক্তল্পায়ষনয পষর প্রাকৃক্ততক প্রবাফ এফং ভাপ্ল্াফষনয াভক্তগ্রক ভািায 
ূফোবা একক্তি ক্তযষফ ষচতন প্রাষনয কতেফয। ক্তযষফগত যাজষয়য গ্লাক্তনষক যভষন ক্তনষয়ই য়ষতা 
ুংগক্তঠত াভাক্তজক রড়াইষক নাক্তভষয় আনষত ষফ অনফধ াথয খাদাষন, ফাুঁষধ জজেক্তযত নদীষত, নযাড়া ষয় 
মায়া ক্তিভ ঘাষি এফং ভাপ্ল্াফষনয ফাক্তক ভস্ত জেিষর। 
 

দেক স্তব্ধ,  যযাভাঞ্চকয  ক্তন,  যেষজয ভাঝাভাক্তঝ নীর স্পিরাইি,  

দুক্তি যছষর এষকঅষযয ক্তদষক ক্তনষজষদয যঠাুঁি ক্তনষয় এষগাষি... এই 

রাগষরা ফষর যঠাুঁিিা। প্রচে একিা "প্রষগ্রক্তব " নািক,  যছষর ভকাভী 

যক চুম্বন কযষছ| নািকক্তি রেভনন না দাুঁড়াষর, রাে ক্তষনয জষনয বক্ততে 

উষত্তজনা, ফাই তাক্তর ক্তদষি, ক্তকছুজন নাক কুুঁচষকাষি,  ফরষছ "এ 

যষষ... এইফ আজকারকায যছষরষভষয়ষদয এই এক নািক,  

এভক্তন আফায ষয় নাক্তক?  মত্তফ যছষর যছাকযাষদয ক্তফক্তলষয় যদয়ায উোয়, হুঁ "| আফায ক্তদষক, প্রচে 

ুরায ষয় ষড়ষছ এই কনষপ্টিা ক্তকছু "ইষন্টষরকচুয়ার" যরাকজষনয কাষছ, প্রচে ভাতাভাক্তত ই এক 

ক্তন এয জষনয| অক্তবষনতাযা নাভষতই তাষদয ক্তষঠ ফাফো ক্তদষি প্রচুয যরাকজন, ক্তকছুজন আফায ফরষছ  

"আা কী যদক্তখরাভ, জে জোন্তষয বুক্তরফ না "! 

ফাই বীলণ আপু্ল্ত| ফাইষয যফক্তযষয় যরাষকষদয কথা আয থাভষছ না ! 
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*     *     * 

ভকোনভেো ক্তডক্তক্রক্তভনারাইজ ষয়ষছ...  আজষক যতা উৎরফয ক্তদন| তষফ যং ক্তকছুষতই ফাক্তড়ষত ফরষত াযষরা 

না| হি কষয ফাইক ক্তনষয় যফক্তযষয় এষরা য ক্তপ্রয় অজয় নদীয ধাষয| াষ যযৌষদ্রয াত ধষয ফরষরা, 

"ষফনা যয! যফক্তযষয় আষত াযষফানা! যক্তদন যপফুষক ই যােটোযত "best couple" যরখা যদষখ ভা 

ভুলষড় ষড়ষছ, যকান ভুষখ ফরষফা?  এইখাষন যক-ই ফা যভষন যনষফ?  এিা যতা করকাতা নয়, এখাষন 

মাদফুয-এয ভতন প্রাইড য়াক য়না! তুই বুর ফুক্তঝ না যযাদ, যতাষক অভাক্তনত ষত যদখষত াযষফা 

না!”  যযৌদ্র যবষঙ ড়ষর ভুষখ ক্তযসু্ফি ষত ক্তদষরানা যই ফযথা। য জাষন তাষক আয অষনক রড়াই 

কযষত ষফ| যরাষকয ক্তিিক্তকক্তযযত যথষভ যগষর ষফনা| 

*     *     * 

যপফুক, যায়ািযা-এ ক্তভভ-এয ছড়াছক্তড়! ক্ততনষা াতাত্তয ক্তনষয় ফাই উষত্তক্তজত! ক্তভভ ফানাষি প্রচন্ড 

ক্তউভযা অযাডক্তভনযা, বীলণ নু তাযা| এষকয য এক াা ক্তযএক্ট! ফনু্ধযা যভষজ কযষছ "যতাষদয খাষন 

যতা ফায আনন্দ, াত যং যভষখ ছক্তফিা আষরাড কযক্তফ ক্তনিয়ই?" যরাষক ফরষছ, "উপপ যতাষদয এই এক 

মাদফুষযয ফখাষি নযাকাষভা" | ফ যরাষকয নানা যকৌতূর...  "এই জানতাভ না যতা তুই রান্স... ইষয়... 

ভাষন... বাষরা  বাষরা"| 

 

*     *     * 

নানা যরাষকয যতা নানা ভন্তফয যয়য়য়ছ এই ক্তফলয় ক্তনষয়...  যকউ যভষনষছ, যকউ ভাষনক্তন | ক্তকন্তু ফাই রভয়ন 

রনওয়োটোয়ক প্রগনেীরেো ক্তষষফ ধষযষছ| ক্তকন্তু যকন? এ যতা খুফ স্বাবাক্তফক| বাষরাফাায ফাুঁধন আষছ তা 

যতা ক্তক্তখক্তন যকাষনাক্তদন, তষফ এই াভাক্তজক ফাুঁধন যকন?  এ যতা আভায-যতাভায এক অং| প্রংা ফা 

তাক্তিরয, ফাফা ফা গারাগার ক্তদষয় যকন নফয়বদ ৃনি কযনছ আভযা?  

ভানুল ষতই বুষর যগক্তছ আভযা। কাভ, যং ক্তদষয় অনযজন যক ক্তফচায কযায আভযা যক?  ফরষত াষযন? ভস্ত 

স্তষযয ভানুল যক স্বীকৃক্তত যদয়া আভাষদয যপ্রাগনেীরেো না ষয় দাক্তয়ত্ব ভষন কযষরই য়।  

 

 

On 6th September 2018, The Supreme Court of 

India struck down the draconic Section 377 of the 

Indian Penal Code, a landmark judgement that 

was celebrated all over the country by progressive 

activists, thinkers, and people from the LGBTQ 

community. It had been a long and arduous fight, 

with several false dawns, but finally the 
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unthinkable has been achieved, and a death-knell has been struck, extolling 

the demise of an outdated moral system. But what very few people 

understand is that there was hardly anything ‗Indian‘ about this particular 

article of the Indian legal system. Indian classical texts of antiquity have 

always been receptive to gender-fluidity, at least infinitely more than their 

modern counterparts. In The Mahabharata, we find Arjuna remodeling 

himself as a woman in order to hide his identity, a myth which gave birth to 

the term ‗Brihannala‘ for transgenders. The Sribhutanatha Purana envisions 

Vishnu to be born as a woman called Mohini in order to kill a certain 

demon, and (s)he engages in sexual union with Shiva; the child that sprung 

up from this union is Lord Ayyappa, still worshipped in South India. There 

are countless such examples, traces of homosexuality and individuals who 

did not conform to socially accepted gender roles. There are virtually no 

provisions in the Vedic code of ethics that encourage homophobia, and even 

though deviation from the ‗natural‘ order of sexuality wasn‘t exactly 

encouraged, there was never any organised campaign against LGBTQ people 

all through the Hindu monarchy, and also during the centuries of Islamic 

rule. The situation changed drastically with the advent of the British rule. In 

1857, after hundred years of East India Company‘s supremacy, Queen 

Victoria formally assumed the control of Indian government, and India was 

formally annexed to Great Britain as a colony. Soon, efforts were initiated to 

formulate a penal code, but more than the punishment of miscreants, the 

real intention was something quite different: to connive a set of ethical 

conventions that the Indians would have to abide by, and thus become the 

ideal colonial citizen. A major step in this direction was the insertion of 

Section 377. Modelled after the Buggery Act 1533, a law of the British 

parliament that regarded any sexual act ‗against the order of nature‘ to be 

punishable by death, Section 377 stipulated that:‘Whoever voluntarily has 

carnal intercourse against the order of nature with any man, woman or 

animal‘ shall be punished with fines, imprisonment for life, or worse. What 

is to be considered ‗unnatural‘ is also clearly defined:‘Penetration is 

sufficient to constitute the carnal intercourse necessary to the offence 

described.‘ Thus we have the British Government playing watchdog in 

Indian beds, imposing their own version of morality on their subjects who 

were simply too weak to protest, in the process employing the most 

important tool of imperialism:colonising the human mind. It seems natural 

enough that the act survived the entirety of the British rule, but what is 

absolutely ridiculous is that even after more than half a century after 

independence, the act continued to persist, fuelled by impetus from right-

wingers who have taken it upon themselves to play the moral police in 

modern India. On one hand, there were activists fighting hammer and tongs 

to enact repealing of the act, on the other hand, there were priests and 

clergymen from all major religions appealing for sodomy to be punished by 
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death. Britain itself has moved on, no one talks about stoning homosexuals 

in the streets of London today, but we in India refused to obliterate a 

colonial act, and allowed ourselves to be stuck in the rut of medieval 

Victorian morality: Lord Dalhousie would have been proud. But the 

Supreme Court of India, fast assuming the role of the only progressive 

institution in a conservative political climate, literally dragged us by our ears 

into the twenty-first century when they announced their historic verdict, 

and seventy-one years after the end of colonial rule, a colonial code was 

finally dismantled. The work is not finished yet, the law has been 

decolonised yet the mind is not, and an estimate says that one out every 

three Indians is homophobic by nature. What we need to realise is that 

homophobia was not an ‗Indian‘ product, it was an alien element introduced 

by people who wanted the whole world to follow their obsolete morality, and 

that homophobia is actually the only thing that goes against the order of 

nature. The path ahead is thus towards ‗National, democratic and human 

liberation‘, as Ngugi Thiongo writes in his book ‗Decolonising the Mind‘, and 

although there are significant roadblocks still, there‘s no denying the fact 

that a significant step towards decolonisation has been achieved with the 

Supreme Court judgement.  

Section 377 is dead, stay dead. 

 

 

এখন অষনক যছষরষভষয়যা ভকাভী শুনষর নাক ক্তিক্তকষয় ফষর, `না 

ফাফা আভাষদয ভষধয যকান যদাল যনই'! ভকাক্তভতায় যদাল গুন যকাথা 

যথষক আর জানা যনই তষফ ক্তক্তক্ষত ষরই যম ভানুল ভুিক্তচন্তা কযষত 

াষয না, এই যথষক েো জানা মায়। আষর ভাজ ফা ভানুল যকউই 

অস্বাবাক্তফকতাষক যভষন ক্তনষত াষয না বয় ায় ক্তযফতেনষক| যমিা 

প্রাকৃক্ততক যিাই নাক্তক বফধ| আিা! বাযষত যম রক্ষ রক্ষ ভানুল না যখষত যষয় ভযষছ জনংখযা ফৃক্তেয জনয 

যিা ক্তক বফধ না অবফধ? উত্তয যনই কারুয কাষছ কাযণ প্রকৃক্তত নাক্তক নাযী ুরুষলয ম্পকেযকই বফধযতা 

ক্তদষয়ষছ| তাযা বারফাায স্বাধীনতাষক ভানষত নাযাজ। াযকয ক্তফলয় এই যম ফাফা যাভষদষফয ভত যরাকজন 

ফরষছন, লুষধয দ্বাযা নাক্তক ভকাক্তভতায ভযা দূয কযা ম্ভফ৷ ভযািা যম যাভধনু তাকা ড়াষনা যছষর 

যভষয়ষদয না, ংসৃ্কক্ততয আড়াষর স্বাধীনতা যকষড় যনয়া ভাষজয, যিা ফুঝষত য়ত অষনকিা ভয় যরষগ 

মাষফ| ৩৭৭ ধাযা অনফধ্ যঘাক্তলত য়ায য ক্তক ভানক্তকতা ক্তযফতেন কযা ম্ভফ? 'ক্তক্ষাষক ফন না কষয 

ফান কযষত' াযষরই ম্ভফ৷ 
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ভকাভ, যপ্রভ ক্তনজস্ব যগানীয়তায জায়গা যখাষন যাষ্ট্র ফা ভাজ ক্তঠক কযষত কখনই াষয না যকানিা বফধ 

ফা যকানিা অনফধ| ২০১৮-য ৮ই যষেম্বয ১৯৪৭-এয স্বাধীনতা ক্তদফষয যথষক যকারনো অংষই কভ 

গুরুত্বূণে নয়৷ আইক্তনকযণ ভাষনই ক্তকন্তু যরাষকয যভষন যনয়া যফাঝায় না। কাযণ মাষদয ভানক্তকতা ংকীণে 

তাযা ভুি ক্তচন্তায যথষক রক্ষ রমোজন দূষয থাষক| তাযা াষয না যভষন ক্তনষত ভকাভীষদয ম্পকে কাযণ যিা 

তাষদয কাষছ ঐক্ততয এফং ংস্কায ক্তফষযাধী।  

 

 

SECTION 377 DRAWING A CURTAIN ON THE PAST 

 

"If we cannot now end our differences, at least we 

can help make the world safe for diversity." 

There seems to be a beautiful feeling of ecstasy 

and euphoria in the air, particularly for the 

LGBTQ(Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 

Queer) community after the five judge 

Constitution Bench of the Honorable Supreme 

Court, comprising of 5 judges led by the Chief Justice of India Dipak 

Mishra, Justice A.M Khanwilkar, D.Y Chandrachud, Rohinton Fali Nariman 

and Indu Malhotra, began hearing petitions challenging the constitutionality 

of section 377 which criminalizes consensual gay sex between two 

consenting individuals. 

 

Section 377 of the Indian penal code is a colonial era provision installed by 

the British government in 1864, modelled on the "Buggery Act of 1533", it 

criminalized sexual acts against 'the order of nature'. There is a precursor to 

the case concerned, a history of litigation is behind the attempts to remove 

this draconian piece of law. Portions of the Act were first struck down as 

unconstitutional by the Delhi High Court in July 2009, however this verdict 

was overturned by the Supreme Court on 11th December, 2013 in Suresh 

Kumar Koushal vs the Naz foundation; the court also said that motions 

amending or repealing the law would be heard by the Parliament and not 

the judiciary. On 6th February, 2016 a three member bench of the court 

reviewed curative petitions submitted by the Naz foundation and decided 

that the matter would be examined by a five-judge constitution bench.  
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In a rousing address to the constituent assembly on November 25th, 1949, 

Dr BR Ambedkar laid out his transformative vision for the constitution. The 

document, he said, ought to serve as lodestar in the endeavour to make 

India not merely a political, but a social democracy. He saw liberty, equality, 

fraternity not only as a principle of living, but a "Union of Trinity". In 

striking Section 377, the Supreme Court has yielded the extraordinary 

powers of the constitution. In 2017, the Supreme court declared the right to 

privacy, as a fundamental right in the landmark Puttuswamy judgement. 

The court called for an end to discrimination and upheld the right to sexual 

orientation which cannot be used as an instrument for social exclusion.  

 

On 6th September, 2018 the court found that the criminalization of sexual 

acts between consenting adults violated the right to equality guaranteed by 

the constitution of India. While reading the judgement, Chief Justice Mishra 

pronounced that the court found that "criminalising carnal intercourse" to 

be "irrational, arbitrary and manifestly unconstitutional". Justice Indu 

Malhotra termed that "history owes an apology to the LGBTQ people" and 

said that "the sexual choices of the community is an aberration". 

 

The verdict has brushed aside religious opposition to the expansion of 

human rights. Not even in Catholic Ireland has the religious establishment 

attempted to stall gay rights as it has been done in India. In 2013, coalition 

of religious groups - Hindu, Muslim and Christian came together to reinstate 

Section 377 and they succeeded. The judgement of the court has given 

secularism a fresh lease of life. Ultimately, the true power of Navtej Singh 

Johar will be seen when the court sees this theory as integral to its ability to 

judge clashes between the naked power of the state and personal liberty. 

Chief justice Mishra has written that the court must be "guided by the 

conception of constitutional morality". 

 

The Supreme court therefore has once again reaffirmed itself as a beacon of 

hope and justice and has given the 2.5 million people (report submitted by 

the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare) a new meaning of life and a will 

to hold their heads high and live a free life and move ahead with dignity. 

Even though the Honorable Court has delivered this landmark judgement, 

only time will prove whether the people in the republic of India shed their 
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homophobic attitude and adapt to the new realities of life and give the 

LGBTQ people their share of honour and the right to live with honour.  

 

But one very fundamental question that looms large is that - is our judicial 

system so weak and backward that it officially took so long to strike off this 

draconian piece of colonial law - a symbol of Macaulian repression and 

British supremacy. Crimes against homosexual people and widespread 

homophobia have prevailed in India. More than that, in the name of religion, 

political parties and religious organisations came together to prevent the 

scrapping of this law and deny the people who are homosexual equal rights, 

those people must do a serious rethink of their stand as being  homosexual 

is not a crime. The best example being Chelsea Manning of USA. 

 

 

 

Back in the day, prior to the slow trickling of 

people into sections deemed 'science' or 

'commerce' we used to have these ghastly orange 

covered collective science books. I remember this 

odd enchantment I had it, specifically with the 

chapter they'd dedicated to heat. Heat-now that 

was an idea I found absolutely 

macabre(attributing that to being an offspring of this terrible Calcutta 

humidity). The mere thought of it would cause a tender shudder down my 

spine and I‘d set about imagining a mis-en-scene dominated by it. 

 

A gradual rise in heat, it reaching a particular crescendo and soon after, the 

dance of a slow boil leading up to a velvety melt. Not much remains, infact 

theory would make you believe nothing remains. It will instead have you 

faced with a sordid nothingness, a void, a clean slate-exempt of the 

remnants of all that once was. With perchance, a sole exception- that of, 

love. 

You see, love isn't tangible-it lacks shape, try as you might you can't 

possibly grab it, it slips through the crack of your fingers, and it has the 

nomenclature of fog. For the intangible, wherein lies the fear of affliction? 

 

As my English Teacher, one day was speaking about the erudition of 

Shakespeare, ''The man was a genius''- she'd declared,'' not merely a literary 
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one, at that'' she pointed out something vividly peculiar to me that day. '' the 

quaint thematic progression of the art most private to him-his sonnets'' she 

expounds, "stems from immortalizing. Immortalizing art and then the self 

and finally, love.'' "With the progression of years, this man'' she says,'' 

realize what would truly remain once all faded-love, love, love.'' Of course 

many of us would jeer at the idea, and even though I somehow truly didn't 

believe it, I knew there might be some truth to it. 

 

For on the 6th of September, come 2:30, when people like you and me, 

huddled in a corner staring elusively at the heap of leaves near you, 

swaying-almost dancing with the violent wind, there settled upon our phone 

screen, the littlest of notifications. 

  

We didn't know then of the winds being those of change, we didn't know of 

our unusually large smiles belonging to a gate finally free from its rusty 

shackle, we didn't know of the curious bounce of our steps or where it 

stemmed from, we didn't know of the winds being those of change. 377, was 

now just a number. 

 

So maybe, there is some truth to it afterall. Maybe love is truly all that 

remains. Maybe, the fusty smell of the book I've first laid my eyes upon, will 

be all that remains. Maybe, once all is gone, once everything slips away 

through your wrinkled fingers, the scribble of names within a roughly 

scraped heart will be all that remains. Maybe the colours emulated by the 

sky from the eyes of the boy seen with a book in his hand sitting near you 

will be that remains. Maybe a sigh elicited upon a shapely burrow being 

found on our shoulders, will be all that remains. Maybe the, weight of 

words, some carelessly heaped, almost hanging from the edge of a lip, 

echoing from my arterial tunnels will be all that remains. Maybe the last 

breath of my grandfather, with his fingers nestled in my tiny little hand, will 

be all that remains. Maybe the exchange of broken verses just before dawn 

sets in behind a glossy lampshade will be all that remains. Maybe the 

creases around eyes when law chose to savour love are all that remains. 

So maybe, just maybe, love is truly all that remains. 
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Love. One of the most expensive and special 

sensation, that which follows no logic, that which 

compels you on doing the stupidest of things, 

laugh like an idiot without reason, staring at the 

special one with lost, profound eyes, that very 

feeling where even pain has a subtle taste of hope 

and happiness in it, which has the power of 

making every wrong thing right, give hope to a 

hopeless person and complete a person, making him/her content. 

Speaking of love, why does it always have to be Romeo- Juliet or Laila-

Majnu? Why can‘t it be Romeo-Romeo or Juliet-Juliet? Why can‘t we 

broaden the horizon of our minds wide enough to break through all the 

stereotype controversies discussed in whispers? After decades of being 

misjudged or perhaps misread, rendered to be a criminal in the eyes of law, 

finally, we heard sighs of relief, saw faces beaming with pure joy and 

laughter, unhesitant embraces and proud, shining eyes on 6 

September,2018, the day on which the Supreme court decided to bid adieu 

to article 377. Being a much awaited incident, this marked a major moment 

in decolonization, of freedom and love, to love, and, of course, we who have 

witnessed this incident are a part of the entire profound family as well. Yes, 

we are proud, proud to have gay friends who won‘t be afraid anymore, who 

don‘t have to hide their real identity or feel embarrassed of what the world 

might say. We are proud that they are free and happy, finally.  

Be it uniting nations, bringing them together, achieving independence  or 

making people dauntless, encouraging them to shake off and come out of 

their nutshell, letting some of their hearts take control over their minds and 

everyone‘s head held high instead of bowing in shame, further down in fear, 

fear of losing people who mattered, fear of isolation, being treated in 

different manner, in a way they weren‘t dealt either earlier, just before their 

―secrets‖ got uncovered, be it nation or matters as tricky as the heart, law 

has never been able to suppress or enforce its power to stop people from 

gaining their own freedom. Finally, about social acceptance- who the hell 

cares? At least, after all, they won‘t be called criminals anymore for loving 

their way. 
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নবনয়দন ঘটনোয রেয়ক... 

আনভ ভযয়ে বয় োই।ভযয়ে বয় োই ফয়রই য়ে জীফনটো এে 

ুন্দয রেয়ক।েোইয়েো অফোক রচোয়ে চোইয়ে বোয়রোরোয়গ ফোফুই োনেয 

ফোো। আভোযও ফোো নছর এক।নেকোনো নছর। ুন্দয নছর।আনভ এক 

অয়ে এে রূ ধয়যনছ!েোয়কনন আভোয ঘয।বফনচত্র্যয়ক ধয়য যোেো নক 

চোনিেোনন কেো!এভনও য়য়য়ছ প্রেয়ভ টযোনি, রপয রঞ্চ, রপয োয়য় রেঁয়ট রকোয়নোযকয়ভ ধয়যনছ ঘয়যয 

রেন।এবোয়ফ রটয়ক!  আভোয়ক ননয়য় ফড্ড ঝোয়ভরো। এক ভযোয়চ আভোয় নটয়ভ রনওয়ো র ফরটো কয়য রদফ 

ফয়র,রই ভযোয়চ রফদভ ভোয রেরোভ, আয নদরোভও কয়য়কটো। আভোয কোয়জয কোজটুকু কযরুভ নো।  

করকোেো এক আজফ য। আভোয জন্ম গ্রোয়ভ, আভোয রফয়ে ওেো এক গঞ্জ োয়ট, আভোয েোয়োনো ভপস্বনর, 

আয রফকোযত্ব এই য করকোেোয়। আনভ কফুেয়যয ভে উেয়ে োযেোভ। োয়য় আভোয ঝংকোয নছর। নকন্তু 

েোনযপ কযয়নওয়োরো রকউ নছরনো। গনযয়ফয ঘয়য এফ ফেয়রোনক চোর নক চয়র! অযোধ এইফ। ফ 

অযোধ। আভোয চোযো রচোয়ে আ েুর নদয়য় আভোয চোরচরন,আভোয কেো,আভোয ছন্দয়ক অযোধ ফয়র 

রদেোয়ে শুরু কযর,ফনকছুয়কই এক ছোেঁয়চয রোয়ভোয়জনো য়ে য়ফ। যকোয়যয রচোয়ে, চোযোয়য রচোয়ে 

রময়কোয়নো বফনচত্র্য ভোয়ত্র্ই অযোধ। নিপোয়যন্স ইজ রিঞ্জোযো।  

নিপোয়যন্স ইজ নফউনটপুর। রমনদন প্রেভ ভয়ন ছুেঁরোভ আকোয়ক,রনদনই জোনেোভ আভোয বোরফোো রয়য় রগনছ। 

েোযয একোয়ে ফোেঁচো। জীফন। এয়গোয়নো। োয়ে োে। োোোন। 'আনভ ভোনটয ফুয়কয়ে রোঙর ধয়যনছ, 

নরয়েনছ আভোয গোন।' নকন্তু আভোয ভোনটই জফযদের কযর ওযো। 

আভোয কেোয় রেই েোয়কনো। োনযয়য় রপনর যোস্তো। আয েেনন রক রমন ফয়র মোয় কোয়ন কোয়ন-"এভনবোয়ফ 

ফোেঁচয়ে য়ফ মোয়ে ভৃেুযয ভুূয়েে ভোনুল ফরয়ে োয়য-আভোয ভগ্র জীফন ভগ্র নি আনভ ফযয় কয়যনছ এই 

দুননয়োয ফয়চয়য় ফে আদয়েয জয়নয-ভোনুয়লয ভুনিয ংগ্রোয়ভ।" আয আভোয ভুনি? আভোয়ক রম এযো ভোনুলই 

গণয কয়যনো! আভোয ছন্দয়ক েুয়রোধনো কয়য, আভোয ফোফো আভোয় ঘযছোেো কয়য, আভোয ভো ভোনে কয়য 

আভোয ুস্থেো রচয়য়। আনভও রম ুন্দয রদনে, আনভও রম শ্বো ননয়ে চোই জীফয়ন েো রম ভোয়নই নো এযো। আনভ 

ভযয়ে বয় োই। করকোেো আভোয়ক রেোয় কী কয়য আনভ এযয়যও রঘন্নোয়ক বুয়র েোকয়ে োনয। আভোয 

জীফন আভোয়ক রেোয় কী কয়য বোয়রোফোো োনেয়োয য়য় উেয়ে োয়য এই অনস্থয ভয়য়। আভোয গ্রোভ 

আভোয়ক ঘয ফোেঁধফোয স্বপ্ন রদেোয়। আভোয নদী আভোয়ক ররোয়েয নফযীয়ে োেঁেোয রেোয়। আভোয যোস্তো 

আভোয়ক রোনোয় আওয়োজ উেয়ছ। আভোয ফোেঁনয়ে ফোয়জ রেউ ওেোয ুয। আয কোয়ন এয় রৌঁছোয় এয়কয য 

এক েোরো বোঙফোয উচ্ছ্বো। 

"তফু এ ভাক্তি আভায যচাখ দুষিা ধষয, যানাক্তর স্বপ্ন শুধু তুষর ধষয।" 
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